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BOOST TO HYDERABAD CITY

3500 cr for piped natural gas works

Union Minister
for Petroleum
and Natural Gas
Dharmendra
Pradhan has
agreed to inject
funds into the
project in
response to the
appeal made by
Telangana BJP unit

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi: Union Minister for
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Dharmendra Pradhan here on
Thursday announced Rs 500
crore for speeding up works for
the supply of piped natural gas
to Hyderabad. The works have
remained stalled for long.
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B.J P State unit President K Laxman, MLAs G Kishen Reddy. Ch Ramachandra Reddy. party senior
leader Indrasena Reddy and others presenting a memorandum to Union Railway Minister. Suresh

Prabhu in Dethi on Thursday

He said it was unfortunate
that the piped supply of natural
gas had not been completed de-
spite the constitution of
Bhagyanagar Gas Limited in

11 August 2017

2003 itself with the coming to-
gether of GAIL and HPCL.
Earlier, a delegation of Telan-
gana BJP leaders under the
leadership of Dr K Laxman, met

the Minister and urged him to
increase Ujwala Scheme quota
for Telangana State.

The priority districts should
be Khammam, Warangal, Nalgo-

nda, Adilabad, Mahbubnagar
and Medak, they pleaded with
him. In their memorandum to
the Union Railway Minister,
Suresh Prabhu, the delegation
sought early completion of the
second phase of MMTS project
and Gadwal- Raichur, Vishnupu-
ram-Janpahad-Mellacheruvu
railway line works.

Similarly doubling and
tripling of the track works be-
tween Secunderabad-Khazipet,
Secunderabad-Mahbubnagar,
Raghavapuram-Mandamarri
and Mancherial- Peddampet
should be completed faster, they
said.

They also sought clearance
for the all pending projects too.
The delegation also met Union
Minister, Ananthkumar to plead
with him to instruct IDPL offi-
cials to open the road running
through its premises for public
to ease the problems of the lo-
cals in Prashant Nagar, Gandhi-
nagar and Ranga Reddy Nagar
colony.
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PANAMA PAPERS EXPOSE

Won't follow Pak example: Jaitley

New Delhi: Answering questions over the
fate of Panama papers, the government said
every account named in the leak is being
probed, but made it clear that nobody would
be punished here without a proper process,
unlike Pakistanwhere Nawaz Sharif wasre-
moved as Prime Minister.

"Nobodyhas ever taken more actionthan
this government on foreign account details
which have come,” Finance Minister Arun
Jaitleysaid in the Rajya Sabha while replying
to adebate on Banking Regulation (Amend-
ment) Bill which was passed by the House
later. Referring to the Panama papers leak,
he said ‘every account’in it is being investi-
gated. "We have arule of law. We donothave
system like the neighbouring countrywhere
youremove firstand thenhave a trial.” Jait-
ley said, clearly referring to Sharif who was
ousted last month over the Panama papers
leakissue.

Sharif had to resign after the Pakistan
Supreme Courtdisqualified him from hold-

ing public office and ruled that graft cases
be filed against him and his children over
the Panama papers scandal. In the wake of
that development, questions were raised
here regarding the status of probe in the
same issue. During the reply. Jaitley said tax
authorities are conducting investigations
and prosecutions are being launched in
cases where documents have beenreceived.

“We first make our own investigations and
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on each one of those cases, whether it is
Liechtenstein cases or HSBC cases orother
cases which have come to the notice or the
Panama, in each case, we have been touch
with the regular authorities of the country
where these accountsare,” hesaid.

"Prosecutions are being filed wherever
documents are coming, Assessment pro-
ceedings are being cleared and there is no
prohibitiononpublishing their names once
the prosecutions are filed because they are
filed in Indiainopencourt,” the finance min-
ister said. Jaitleysaid names are confidential
as long as the matter is under investigation
but the confidentiality clause ceases to exist
once it reaches court. Dubbed as Panama
Papers’, investigations into vast stash of
records from Panamanian legal firm Mos-
sack Fonseca by the International Consor-
tiumof Investigative Journalist had named
severalworld leaders and celebrities as hav-
ing money stashed abroad inoffshore com-
panies.



Maha moves SC
against HC order on
possession of beef

New Delhi (PTD): The Maharashtra government has moved the
Supreme Court challenging the Bombay High Court’s verdict
which had decriminalised possession of beef in case the animals
were slaughtered outside the state.

It has challenged the verdict of May 6 last year striking down
sections 5(d) and 9(b) of the Maharashtra Animals Preservation
(Amendment) Act, 1995, which criminalised and imposed pun-
ishment on persons found in possession of beef of the animals,
slaughtered in or outside the state, on the ground thatitinfringed
upon aperson's "right to privacy”. The high courthad termed as
"unconstitutional” the provisions which held mere possession
ofbeef as crime, saying only “conscious possession” of the meat
of the animals slaughtered in the state would be an offence.

The plea, filed through advocate Nishant R Katmeshwarkar,
has assailed the judgement saying the restrictionimposed by the
1995 Act on possession of flesh of cow, bull or bullock could not
be interpreted and concluded to be an infringement of “right to
privacy”.

It said that the high court "while coming to the finding that
right to privacy forms part of the fundamental right to personal
liberty guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution, ought to
have appreciatedthatright to privacy has not yetbeendesignated
as afundamental right".

The plea said that according to the verdict, obligation upon
the state toprove "conscious possession” ofbeefwould “constitute
anunsurmountable circumstance readily available to the wrong-
doer to escape sentence”. It said that the high court had "failed
to appreciate that the restriction imposed by the Maharashtra
Animal Preservation (Amendment) Act, 1995 on the possession
of flesh of cow, bull or bullock could not beinterpreted and con-
cluded, in anystretch of imagination, as infringement of right to
privacy”.
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NUTSHELL

Newly elected Congress
Rajya Sabha member
Ahmed Patel raises
slogans while addressing
Indian Youth Congress’
Bharat Bachao Andolan”
protest against NDA
Government, in New
Delhi on Thursday.
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JD(U) ‘splits’ into two

Sharad asked not to cross limits

Patna (Agencies): The Janata
Dal-United on Thursday ap-
peared moving closer to a sepa-
ration from its senior leader
Sharad Yadav as it asked him to
desist from making comments
which ‘cross limits', saying such
words were objectionable and
uncomfortable for the party.

The warning from its
spokesperson K C Tyagicameon
adayYadavslammed Bihar Chief
MinisterNitish Kumar’s move to
ally with the Bharatiya Janata
Party, and said he remained with
the grand alliance, which was
formed among the Rashtriya
Janata Dal, the JD-U and the
Congress.

There is no another example
inindependent Indiaoftwo par-
ties with such different ideolo-
gies joining hands barely 20
months after fightingeach other
in a poll, Yadav said in a state-
ment as he reached Bihar on a
three-day tour to receive 'peo-
ple's feedback”.

Reacting to his statement,
Tyagi said, "The political lan-
guage being used by him is very
objectionable and uncomfort-
able for the party president (Ni-
tish Kumar) and the government
(of Bihar). It will be better if he
puts his point of view at the
party’snational executive on Au-
gust 19, We will ask him torefrain
from making statement which
crosses limits."”

Yadav seemed to be choosing
his own path now he said, claim-
ing that it was not leaders from
the JD-U but Lalu Prasad-led
RJD who have arranged his pro-
grammes.

Asked if the party would take
any disciplinary action against
him, he said it had not taken any
such measure so far.

Tyagi also objected to Yadav's
comments that he remained with
the grand alliance, saying it was
objectionable for a senior leader
like himto say after the party has
broken ties with it and joined
hands with the NDA. He said all
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JD(U) leader Sharad Yadav speaks to the media after arriving at the
Jay Prakash Narayan International Airport in Patna on Thursday:

party MLAs, MLCs and district
president in Bihar were with Ku-
mar's decision and it was leaders
of the RJD who have made
arrangements for Yadav's tour
through the state.

Yadav said the grand alliance
had secured two-thirds majority
in the 2015 assembly poll and
people were now feeling
‘cheated’ with Kumar's decision.

"During the election we cam-
paigned for one and ahalf month
tirelessly and sought vote forthe
grand alliance. Our alliance had
only 3 helicopters for campaign-

ing against 26 of the opposite
party.

“In my entire political career
and afterindependence I have no
other example of two political
parties with different ideologies
and manifestos fighting against
each other in elections and then
joining hands after 20 months,”
he said.

Asked whetherhis trip did not
amount to "anti-party activity’,
Yadav, who is the leader of the
party in the Upper House, said,
"I do not want to make any com-
ment.” -- PTI
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CASH-FOR-QUESTION SCAM

11 former MPs
to be put on trial

New Delhi (PTI): A special
court today ordered framing
of graft and criminal conspir-
acycharges against 11 former
MPs, who were charge-
sheeted in the infamous
2005 cash-for-question scam
for allegedly taking money to
ask questions in Parliament.

Special Judge Poonam
Chaudhry said that charges
foralleged offences of crimi-
nal conspiracy under IPC
and under the provisions of
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act were prima facie
made out against these for-
mer Parliamentarians, who
were expelled in the wake of
the scam, and a private per-
son.

The court directed all
these 12 accused to remain
present before it on August
28 for formally framing
charges against them.

The 11 former MPs who
are accused in the case are --
Chhatarpal Singh Lodha
(BJP), Anna Saheb M K Patil
(BJP). Manoj Kumar (RJD),
Chandra Pratap Singh (BJP),
Ram Sewak Singh (Con-
gress), Narender Kumar
Kushwaha (BSP). Pradeep
Gandhi (BJP), Suresh Chan-
del (BJP). Lal Chandra Kol
(BSP). Y G Mahajan (BJP),
Raja Rampal (BSP). Besides
them, the court has also or-
dered framing of charges
against Ravinder Kumar.
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EDUCATE YOURSELF AND COMPETE: ANSARI TELLS MUSLIMS

‘INSECURITY AMONG MUSLIMS’

»Political propaganda, says Venkaiah Naidu

» Hamid Ansarilooking for political shelter: BJP

New Delhi (Agencies): Venkaiah Naidu,
who takes over as Vice President of India
on Friday rejected as “political propa-
ganda” the view that there is a sense of in-
security among minorities in the country.
His comments were seen as a rejoinder to
Hamid Ansari, the man he succeeds.

A feeling of unease and insecurity is
creeping in among Muslims in India, vice
president Hamid Ansari reportedly said,
joining a growing number of leaders who
have expressed concerns over attacks on
minorities.

Ansari, who completed two terms as
vice president on Thursday, said that there
is a breakdown of Indian values and of the
abilities among authorities at different
levels in different places to be able toen-
force what should be normal law enforcing
work.

“Overall, the very fact that Indianness

of any citizen being questioned is a dis-
turbing thought,” he said in his parting in-
terview to Rajya Sabha TV, released on
Thursday.

“Do not create for one self or one’s fel-
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low beings an imaginary situation which
is centuries back, when things were very
different. I mean the whole idea was that
what are the challenges today... The chal-
lenges today are challenges of develop-
ment, what are the requirements for de-
velopment; you (Muslims) keep up with
the times, educate yourself, and com-
pete...”

Some BJP leaders have taken exception
to Ansari’'s comment that "a feeling of un-
ease, a sense of insecurity is creeping in"”
among the country’s Muslims.

"(There is) no better country than India
for Muslims and no better friend than
Hindus,” said BJP leader Shahnawaz Hus-
sain.

BJP general secretary Kailash Vijay-
vargiyva wondered if the outgoing V-P was
looking for “political shelter” after retire-
ment.
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PM’s inspiring call to nation
hat the Prime minister giving clarion call to the nation
to emulate the spirit of historic Quit India movement so

that India would become free from poverty, corruption and

starvation is awe-inspiring. He should lead the people from
the front in this sacred endeavor. As the head of the gov-
ernment, he should take pro-poor measures like giving up
ideas of waiving subsidies on commodities like sugar, LPG,
kerosene, which help them greatly. The poverty alleviation
measures, employment generation, health and education
sectors should get proper attention and allocations from
the government. The strengthening of public distribution
system and measures to ensure food security will help the
fight against starvation. The war against corruption must
be non-selective with equal treatment to all, be it a clerk,
politico or industrialist. The Prime Minister can do it, if he
really intends to do it.

Dr DVG Sankararao,
Nellimarla, Vizianagaram
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Muslim question

he remarks of Hamid Ansari on the Muslim question in India, and

the response of M Venkaiah Naidu, trigger a fresh round of contro-
versy as the headline-chasing media makes a selective reading of the
issues invogue. In atelevision interview, Ansari said that there is a feeling
of unease and asense of insecurity creeping inamong the Muslimsinthe
country against the current backdrop of intolerance and vigilante violence.
In an apparentreference to these remarks, Naidu said, “Some people are
saying minorities are insecure. It is a political propaganda. Compared to
the entire world, minorities are safer and more secure in India and they
get their due.”

This on the face of it looks like a face-off between the two celebrated
Indians. The villain seems to be the sound bite journalism missing the
subtext of the Ansari’s scholastic conversation.

Asked if they (Muslims) were beginning to feel they were not wanted,
Hamid Ansari said in the same interview, "I would not go that far.” Un-
fortunately, the two parts of the sentence were disjointed as the conven-
ient part is played up to create a distorted view of the person and his
opinion. Ansarieven advised Muslims that the challenges today are chal -
lenges of development. “What are the requirements for development?
You keep up with the times, educate yourself, and compete.” This is an
invaluable advice to the largest minority in India which is witnessing the
rise of religious bigotry and politicised fundamentalism across the world.

Ansari was forthright in rejecting the archaic practices rocking the
community. On the controversy over triple talag, he said the practice was
asocial aberration and not a religious requirement. This is a clear rebuttal
of the position taken by Muslim fundamentalists.

In fact, Venkaiah Naidu's assertion that compared to the entire world,
minorities are safer and more secure in India is also equally true.

But, the growing climate of intolerance in the name of Indianness and
nationalism is certainly a cause of concern. While rejecting fundamen-
talism in anyreligion including that of minorities, we cannot be oblivious
to the fact that marginalised including the Muslims are not getting their
due.

For instance, Muslims constitute 14.23 per cent of the population of
India. The total strength of the two Houses of Parliament is 790; the num-
ber of Muslim MPs stood at 49 in 1980, ranged between 30 and 35 in the
1999 to 2009 period, but declined to 23 in 2014. This reveals that Muslims
who account for over 14 per cent of Indian population has a representation
of less than 3 per cent in Indian Parliament. This does not augur well for
inclusive politics,

As Hamid Ansari observed at National Law School, Bengalururecently,
Indianness is to be defined not as a singular or exhaustive identity but as
embodying the idea of layered Indianness, an accretion of identities.

National integration means, and ought to mean, cohesion and not fu-
sion, unity and notuniformity, reconciliation and not merger, accommo-
dation and notannihilation, synthesis and not dissolution, solidarity and
not regimentation of the several discrete segments of the people consti-
tuting the larger political community. Integration is not synonymous
with assimilation or homogenisation.

EDITOR: PROF K NAGESHWAR
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DParasite Pak & a new host China

SURGICAL STRIKE

y now it's
Ban estab-

lished
fact that Pak-
istan can't sur-
vive on its own.
It would have

long imploded
with civic un-

rest, self-per-
KRISHNA petuating ha-
Ve ;47 {s] fred.  dismal

governance and
unquantifiable corruption longback. A
new nation formed simply on a reli-
gious basis, driven purely byselfish po-
litical desire of a few leaders in Indian
National Congress, has neverbeen able
toeither build orsustain agovernmen-
tal, political, financial or even a social
system. One doesn’t need 70 years of
recorded history to assess that.

Pakistanis a failed rogue state on all
qualitative and quantitative parame-
ters. It has been merely surviving on
external financial aid, military support,
and strategic geopolitical utility of
United States of America for over 60
years. Pakistan is also physically sur-
viving in its current form only with
sheer incompetence, lack of vision,
courage and nation first outlook of the
successive Congress governments in
India. This rogue state should have
been reorganised into smaller entities
long ago to contain it and its baseless
vengeance against India.

However, that did not happen. Pak-
istan is a parasite. It perennially lives
and thrives on its host. Across the
world there is no other hostile nation
like Pakistan. In any measure, this
country has added no value to the
world. In fact, it has been the first na-
tion way back in 50's to manufacture
terrorists and terror ideology and ex-
port to the world. It’s a global peace de-
stroyer. Pakistan is apoisonous parting
gift by the British Empire to India and
the world. There’s no change in Pak-
istan’s focus after all these decades,
even after its own nationals have be-
come victims of massive terrorattacks,
with a backlash. Pakistan’s hands are
dirty with blood and gore of millions
across the world. Even the USA, being
its first host and the ally which pro-
tected Pak survival all these years, has
paid a heavy price through unfortunate
deaths ofits many citizens, when terror
arrived on its main land.

The USA turned a compulsive host
to this parasite in early 60's to use its
geographic advantage during Cold War
timesto counter USSR. However, as the
relationship continued unabated, it

Pakistan. It only got Osama Bin Laden
inreturn, as unprecedented terror was
unleashed on its main land. Al Qaeda,
ISIS and many other top terror outfits
are all Pakistan trained organisations,
which are currently bloodying the
world’s cityscape. Pakistan has been
the hub of global terror for quite long.
It being a US ally, the world so far
looked the other way. There can’t be a
single terrorist organisation on the
earth which wouldn’t have its roots,
funding, training or ideological support
from this rogue nation.

All terror paths globally lead to Pak-
istan. All roads to terror start right
from here. Many large nations are wak-
ing up to this historic fact, only after
serious terror attacks on their citizens
in their main land. USA was dumb-
founded when it found Osama Bin
Laden hiding in close proximity to the
Pakistan Army base in Abbottabad. In-
dia surely wasn't surprised, as it always
knew Pakistan was the mastermind of
global terror. India knew that Pakistan
had long become the epicenter for full
spectrum of terror services delivery.

USA., its past host for 60 long years, as
an enemy. Especially after President
Donald Trump assumed power, Pak has
no hope. It’s not spelling it out, for ob-
vious reasons. China unlike the USA
will give no free lunches nor accepts in
return terror to its mainland. It will
squeeze what best it can from Pakistan.
A shrewd nation that it is, China has
clear plans to occupy a major territory
of Pakistan in the next halfa decade. It
has a design to run Pakistan on a re-
mote control by taking control of its
civil and military enterprise, which has
a price tag. The Pak nuclear arsenal is
abonus for this business-savvy player.

China has already played its cards
with a‘China-Pak Economic Corridor’
project through a disputed and occu-
pied Pakistaniland stretch. Millions of
Chinese are seeking Pakistan visas to
enter that nation for settlement. It's
important to note that this immigra-
tion flow is a one-way street. Similar
flow from Pakistan to China is impos-
sible. China will use and abuse the new
relationship to its optimum, as Pak-
istan is no shape to negotiate hard on

China can't smile for too long with the
new poisonous parasite, it has
turned host to. Pakistan has an
incredible track record to sting its
friends first. China will realise that
sooner than later. China has just
repeated a historic mistake the USA

made in the past by supporting a
venomous, rogue and terror

manufacturer. China can’t blame anyone but itself, when terror
arrives on its main land one day with its new association. “What
one sows, one certainly reaps.” India on the other hand must
have a massive, agile and progressive global strategy against
the backdrop of the fast-changing world order. PM Narendra
Modi and his team seem to be at it, with a complete plan

However, it did almost nothing to con-
tain it, until recently with weak lead-
ership at the helm for over 66 years out
of 70. The USA too with an incompe-
tent, weak government for the last two
terms under President Barack Obama
lost very critical time to contain this
Frankenstein-like monster. In these
critical eight years, Pakistan sensed the
dangeroflosingits decade’s old master,
host and sugar daddy. It has designed
and designated its next host.

No wonder, Pakistan has started
playingits dirty tricksto cozy up tothe
next natural host China since 2011,
soon after Osama Bin Laden was found
and executed by the USA on its soil.
“The enemy of my enemy is a friend,”

anything with China. ‘Beggars can’t be
choosers.’ China will certainly, strate-
gically use Pakistan as aproxy and con-
duit to counter India’s rise, as a global
super power.

In the short run, India will find it
hard toinitiate military actions on Pak-
istan with China supporting it vocally
and explicitly. However, India, as asov-
ereign nation to protect and defend its
own territory and people, can initiate
military action with global support, if
compelled into that situation. USA and
other key nations’ support to India’s
future military initiatives become crit-
ical. Gaining strategic counter advan-
tage over Chinais extremely essential
as a part of larger continent control

host in China. It’s official now. It's im-
portant that USA understands and acts
on this new relationship. Not just by
tweaking its foreign policy in Indian
sub-continent, but by making a huge
paradigm shift in itsdecades-old policy
with some tough new decisions and
strategic intentions. President Trump
cannot deliver on his electoral promise
of winning the war on global terror by
continuing the USA’s past relationship
with Pakistan. “One cannot sleep with
the enemy and aspire to conquer the
same.” The USA needs to make some
radical diplomatic manoeuvres tosave
it from another massive foreign policy
pitfall. The much-needed historic shift
can possibly occur under the strong
leadership of the incumbent President.
It is in the interest of USA that it acts.

China can’t smile for too long with
the new poisonous parasite, it has
turned host to. Pakistan has an incred-
ible track record to stingits friendsfirst.
Chinawill realise thatsooner than later.
China has just repeated a historic mis-
take the USA made in the past by sup-
porting a venomous, rogue and terror
manufacturer. China can't blame any-
one but itself, when terror arrives on
its main land one day with its new as-
sociation. “What one sows, one cer-
tainly reaps.” India on the other hand
must have amassive, agileand progres-
sive global strategy against the back-
drop of the fast-changing world order.
PM Narendra Modi and his team seem
to be at it, with a complete plan.

Indiais an exemplary nation with an
immaculate track record of structured
governance. Indiais a functional state
with time-tested institutions, branches
of state and systems. Worldreveres In-
dia’s culture, ancient knowledge, na-
tional spirit, enterprise, intellect and
positive aspirations. India had a glori-
ous past, and it will have even glorious
future ahead. Indian foreign policy has
to be revitalised to ensure that a major-
ity of the world nations are on its side
for natural reasons. It's not a tall order,
ifworked with larger understanding of
what India is and what it is capable of
accomplishing for the world. India can
singularly add immense value to the
world, which is already set in motion.
India can be a true global super power,
not by mere militarymight but through
its vast knowledge, empathy, demo-
cratic strength and universal values. PM
Narendra Modi and his government are
competent and courageous to drive In-
diato the greatnessit deserves. Neither
Pakistan nor China can stop India from
marching ahead onits destined path to
global greatness.

was the USA which lost heavily onits  is the formula. Pakistan has already  planfor India. (Writer is BJP Spokesperson/

decades of wasteful investments on  marked and currently perceives the Parasite Pakistan has found a new Organisational Strategist & Author)
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TRS broadside against TDP govt

OURr BUREAU

\ New Delhi: The TRS Parliamentary Party,
' in Parliament here on Thursday. launched
broadside against the AP irrigation proj-
. ects inretaliation to the latter’s objections
to the ongoing projects in Telangana and
questioned Centre's clearances for the
| same.
Raising the issue in the Lok Sabha, TRS
' Parliamentary Party leader, K Keshava
Rao sought details on all the new projects undertaken by the AP gov-
ernment in the last three years and the modifications made to the
ongoing projects that were detrimental tothe interest of Telangana.
Projects like Pattiseema, Purushottamapatnam, Mutchumarri and
Gandumarri etc., were new projects takenup by the AP Government
and hence, all details must be provided to the Telangana Government
in this regard, he said seeking the response of Union Minister for
Water Resources, Uma Bharati.

Keshava Rao clarified that it was not his party's intention to stall
any developmental work of AP, but as these were all new projects,
the Centre should explain the details to the Telangana Government.

AP could go ahead with any of those projects. As it had objections
to the completion of the ongoing projects of Telangana which was
provocative enough for the latter to raise objections, he added.
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Nerella Sl suspended
for ‘committing
excesses’

Our BUREAU

Hyderabad: Director General of
Police Anurag Sharma on
Thursday placed sub-inspector
Ravinder under suspension on
the charge of committing atroc-
ities on Dalits at Nerella village
in Sircilla-Rajanna district.

The action on the sub-in-
spector followed the presenta-
tion of the report by Karimna-
gar Deputy Inspector General
of Police C Ravi Varma to the
DGPon Thursday.

Meanwhile, Minister for Mu-
nicipal Administration K
Taraka Rama Rao, in his tweet,
said ‘as promised, the Inspector
whowas found to haveused ex-
cessive force according to the
DIG’s report has been sus-
pended’.

I ANSPINDIES

I'm still with Grand
Alliance, says Sharad

Patna (IANS): In adisplay of defiance against Bihar Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar, senior JD-U leader and former party pres-
ident Sharad Yadav on Thursday declared he was still with
the Grand Alliance of the RJD and Congress. "I still stand with
Mahagathbandhan (Grand Alliance) that was given a mandate
by 11 crore people in Bihar in the 2015 assembly polls to rule
forfive years,” Yadav told the mediaafter landing at the Patna
airport from Delhi. Hundreds of his supporters, including
some JD-U leaders, welcomed Yadav as he came out of the
airport, shouting slogans in his support. Two former JD-U
legislators, including former minister Ramai Ram and Ram-
badan Rai, werealsoin thecrowd. Not a single JD-U legislator
was present.
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KCR vows to make
SRSP picture-perfect

|

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Pochampad (Nizamabad): The
kind of missionary zeal that
people had displayed in the
fight for separate Telangana
will be reflected in the revival
of Sri Ram Sagar Project
(SRSP), Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekar Rao said.

Launching the works of Rs
1,067 crore SRSP revival
scheme here on Thursday, he
said that the project thatwasin
utter neglect in the undivided
Andhra Pradesh will get a
makeover so that it would be-
come a tourist spot besides at-
tracting film shoots.

“I told Nalgonda MP Gutha
Sukhender Reddy when we vis-
ited SRSP in 1996 that while the
projects that prospered Andhra
region flourished like Vaish-
nava temples, the ones in
Telangana were neglected to
core like the Shaivite temples,”
KCRrecalled, terming the inci-
dentas a precursor that set him
to launch the separate state-
hood agitation in 2001

Even though the foundation
stone for the SRSP was laid
some 54 years ago by the then
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, the project remained in-
complete, KCR said.

The project, which was de-
signed to cater to the irrigation
needs of 14 lakh acres in north
Telangana, had never drenched
more than 5.5 lakh acres, KCR
said, asserting that his govern-
ment would address the irriga-
tion needs of even tail end re-
gion’s farmers by filling the
SRSP with Kaleshwaram waters
inabout a year’s time.

He said that SRSP will be live
round the year after the comple-
tion of the revival scheme en-

HANS?INDIA

Chief Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao launching Sri Ram Sagar

Project works at Pochampad on
Thursday

abling the farmers in Nizam-
abad, Nirmal, Jagtial and other
districts to go for two crops a
year. He said that it is not far
away that people will travel in
launches in the waters of Go-
davari.

Deputy Chief Ministers Md.
Mahmood Alj, K Srihari, minis-
ters Nayini Narsimha Reddy. A
Indrakaran Reddy, Pocharam
Srinivas Reddy, Jogu Ramanna,
E Rajender, MPs K Kavitha and
D Srinivas and scores of legisla-
tors were present.
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i ANS®PINDIA
Dawood speaks from his

MaNoJ GuPTA

palatial bungalow in the uptown

Clifton neighbourhood of Karachi
and was answered by the most wanted man
in India — Dawood Ibrahim.

“Aap Kaun? (Who are you?)” he shot back
as soon as the correspondent took Dawood's
name. When this correspondent identified
himself, there was apause asthe 1993 Bom-
bay blasts mastermind, clearly rattled at
picking up a call he was not supposed to,
tried to figure out damage control.

“Nothis is Chotani speaking.” he tried to
take evasive action. Chotani — Javed
Chotani — is abookie who masterminds
Dawood's businesses in Dubai. Indians
know him through his involvement in the
2013 IPL spot-fixing case where he al-
legedly worked as a conduit between Da-
wood and the players.

Dawood then hurriedly handed over the
phone to the real Chotani and from then
on it was him who did all the talking —
prompted by the Don himself. “Yes, tell

r | Yhe telephone rang that evening at a

me,” he said. He was still trying to figure
outan adequate response when this corre-
spondent asked him for an interview with
Dawood.

When asked whether it wasn‘t Dawood
himself who picked up the phone in the first
place, all chaos broke loose at the other end.
There was arustle as Chotani turned to his
boss for directions. “Haan...bolo, bolo,” that
was Dawood's voice in the background.
“Haan... bolo, bolo,” Chotani faithfully re-
peated over the phone.

What followed for a few minutes then
was a desperateattempt at stonewallingby
the dreaded terror don and his aide. Da-
wood and Chotani tried to deny it's a
Karachi number, they tried to deny every-
thing, made abid to excuse themselves, say-
ing it was the month of Ramzan and it was
time for namaz. This was how it played out.

During the course of the chat itemerged
that Dawood was neither down with gan-
grene, nor suffering from serious heart ail-
ment as reports had earlier said. “Blood
pressure was up a bit,” was Chotani's ex-
planation, clearly implying the don was in
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most wanted

good health and frequently in touch with
his henchmen. This telephone conversation
was recorded two months ago, but CNN-
News18 waited till it was run past intelli-
gence officials before confirming it was in-
deed the voice of the man who ordered the
1993 blasts in Mumbaiwhich left 257 peo-
ple dead.

Dawood, a native of Maharashtra’s
Mumke village, ran his crime syndicate in
Mumbai from his Dubai haven in the early
90s. Fearing prosecution by Indian au-
thorities, after the 1993 blasts, he took
refuge in Karachi where he is since kept
safe out of the world’s eye by Pakistani au-
thorities. Islamabad has always denied he
was on their soil, and over the years has
been blocking every attempt by India to
get him.

The man, designated a ‘global terrorist’,
by UN lives in D-13, Block-4. Clifton,
Karachi, under the alias of Sheikh Ismail
Merchant. And we have just caught him
on tape.

# Full transcript: Page 10
(By arrangement with CNN-News18)
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WAGE BILL
INTRODUCED IN
LOK SABHA

New Delhi: The Government
on Thursday introduced in
the Lok Sabha ‘The Code on
Wages' bill which seeks to
empower the Centre to fix a
“universal minimum wage"”
aimed to benefit over 40
crore unorganised sector
workers. ‘The Code on
Wages’ Bill to consolidate
and amend the laws relating
to wages and bonus was
introduced in the House by
labour minister Bandaru
Dattatreya. The bill seeks to
amalgamate -
four laws — =
Payment of |
Wages Act
1936, Minimum
Wages Act
1948, Payment
of Bonus Act
1965 and
Equal
Remuneration Act 1976. “It is
for simplification, rationalisa-
tion and making it less cum-
bersome. No way workers’
right is being infringed... It is
going to bring in a historical
change in the wages for
workers and universal mini-
mum wages will be imple-
mented for the first time in
India,” Mr Dattatreya said.




peasement for none,

justice for all: Venkaiah

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, AUG. 10

On Thursday Vice-
President-elect M. Venk-
aiah Naidu took on outgo-
ing Vice-President Hamid
Ansari over his remarks
that there was "unease”
and a “sense of insecurity
among minorities” across
the country.

Mr Naidu also cautioned
against creating a divide
in the nation by singling
out one community. “If
you single out one com-
munity, other communi-
ties will take it otherwise.
That is why we say all are
equal. Appeasement for
none, and justice for all,”
Mr Naidu remarked. The
Vice-President-elect main-
tained that “history has
proved there is no dis-
crimination against
minorities”. The BJP also
lashed out at Mr Ansari
for his remarks and won-
dered whether he was
looking for “rehabilita-
tion after retirement”.

In his farewell speech on
Thursday, Mr Ansari vet
again took a jab at the BJP
by raising the contentious
issue of “intolerance”.
On the last day of his 10-
year tenure in the nation’s
second-highest constitu-
tional post, Mr Ansari
said that “a democracy
could degenerate into a
tyranny if free and frank

Outgoing Vice-President Hamid Ansari with Vice-
President-designate M. Venkaiah Naidu at the
Parliament in New Delhi on Thursday.

criticism of government
policies was not allowed™.
Quoting former Vice-
President Sarvapalli
Radhakrishnan, the out-
going Vice-President said:
“A democracy is likely to
degenerate into a tyranny
if it does not allow the
Opposition groups to criti-
cise fairly, freely and
frankly the policies of the
government.” Mr Ansari
also maintained that “a
democracy is distin-
guished by the protection
it gives to the minorities.

- PTI

But at the same time, the
minorities also have their
responsibilities.”

Mr Naidu also disagreed
with Mr Ansari’s views on
“intolerance” and made it
clear that “Indian society
is the most tolerant in the
world because of its peo-
ple and civilisation. There
is tolerance... that is why
democracy is so success-
ful”. Targeting Mr Ansari
for his comments, the BJP
said such a “petty” rema-
rk was not expected from
someone in his position.



Congress should learn
from Gujarat RS win

@i Nilanjan

*  Mukhopadhyay

he Indian insti-

tutional sys-

tem is the only

clear winner

in the Gujarat
Rajya Sabha elections.
Till late Tuesday
evening, almost the
entire television-view-
ing audience believed
two things. First, BJP
president Amit Shah
was considered invinci-
ble. Second, the Election
Commission was seen to
be  politically  sub-
servient. As events even-
tually rolled out through
late night into the early
hours of Wednesday,
neither did Mr Shah
remain unvanquished,
nor did the EC prove to
be so spineless. This
underscored one law —
anything which goes up
comes down sometime
— and one trait of
retired, or retiring,
bureaucrats — who after
spending decades in a
supine position, redis-
cover overnight their
spine immediately after
appointment to quasi-
judicial bodies.

Ahmed Patel may have
been elected but he did
not “win” because he
could not keep his flock
together. Past animosity
with Shankersinh
Vaghela may have has-
tened the split in the
Congress but Mr Patel
triumphed the moment
the EC ruled that two
legislators had violated
Rules 39A and 39AA of
the Conduct of Election
Rules 1961. The rules
unequivocally state that
no elector can show her
or his marked ballot
paper to anyone else
besides the authorised
representative of their
political party. They
voted for the BJP-backed
candidate and if their
vote was counted, the
size of the electoral col-
lege would have risen.
Consequently, the magic
figure would have been
revised to 45 votes, one

more from what Patel
polled. The third candi-
date would have been
elected thereafter on sec-
ond preference votes

and on this count,
Congress turncoat
Balwantsinh Rajput

stood a clear chance of
romping home. But Mr
Shah need not look
grudgingly at Nirvachan
Bhavan and accuse CEC
A.K. Joti and his fellow
commissioners of not
returning the favour
bestowed by appointing
them. The way the BJP
lined up its brass at the
EC office, including law
minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad and Arun Jaitley
with dual charge of
finance and defence was
blatant pressure tactics.
This attempt to coerce
the EC into allowing the
ballot of the two MLAs
has to been seen in con-
junction with repeated
efforts of the BJP to
undermine institutions.
But Mr Shah's béte noire
would have still lost had
only the BJP attended to
the grievance of party
MLA Nalin Kotadia. The
Keshubhai Patel loyalist
declared that he did not
vote for the BJP candi-
dates because the party
did not address prob-
lems faced by his
Patidar community. The
outcome may have been
different had the ire of
the Patels been
addressed. The Rajya
Sabha results have not
just raised questioned
about Mr Shah's elec-
toral brilliance and tac-
tical invincibility but
has also raised a funda-
mental question about
the social coalition that
will back the BJP in the
impending  Assembly
elections due later this

year,

Undoubtedly, the most
high-voltage Rajya
Sabha election, it was
proof that Mr Shah was
dead serious when he
told partymen some

months ago that every
election counts, and no
poll is small or insignifi-
cant. The manner in
which he left no stone
unturned to ensure Mr
Patel’s defeat throws up
two pointers. First, Mr
Shah does not believe in
any adversary having a
smooth ride into any
elective body even if her
or his victory has been
there for the taking for
long. Second, the
viciousness with which
he fought this contest
suggests that Mr Patel
was targeted because of
his proximity to
Congress president
Sonia Gandhi and that
his defeat would have
severely undermined
her position. However,
no one should expect the
Modi-Shah duo to relent
in their targeting of the
Congress and its presi-
dent specifically. On the
contrary, this defeat will
rankle and unless the
Congress rediscovers
spring in its step, the
BJP leadership will be
more focused in target-
ing Mrs Gandhi and her
close associates, includ-
ing family members.
The Congress must
immediately confront a
long-standing internal
issue, which is cause for
concern. For years, from
when Rahul Gandhi's
future elevation as party
supremo became clear, a
faultline exists between
the old guard and
younger leaders patron-
ised by the scion. The
victory in Gujarat will
strengthen old-timers,
be it Mr Patel himself —
ties between him and Mr
Gandhi are none too cor-
dial, it is believed — or
people like  Ashok
Gehlot, who as the
party's Gujarat affairs
in-charge, played a not
s0 insignificant role in

This most high-
voltage Rajya
Sabha election
was proof that
Amit Shah was
dead serious when
he told partymen
that every election
counts, and no
poll is small or
insignificant

managing the election.
Ties between Mr Patel
and Mr Gehlot date to
their days as Sanjay loy-
alists and they have
weathered many a storm
together within the Con-
gress. With the Rajas-
than Assembly elections
due next year, he must
be immediately named
as the party’s chief min-
isterial candidate if the
party has to have a real-
istic chance of ousting
the BJP. Mr Gandhi
must withdraw Sachin
Pilot from the state as he
is not a big draw with
the masses. But prior to
this, the Congress must
put up a fight. True, that
Rajya Sabha elections do
not impact people as
there is no mass involve-
ment, but frenetic televi-
sion coverage ensured
the entire episode being
beamed through the
state. The Congress
must work on the cracks
in the BJP's social coali-
tion that became visible.
For long relegated to
moving pieces in the
Congress durbar, it
would be prudent to
involve Mr Patel as the
past personal truce that
once existed between
him and Mr Modi has
ended.

Two lasting images of
the entire episode was
the resigned look on Mr
Shah’s face when he sat
in the counting centre
with party associates
and the contrasting
energy demonstrated by
Congress leaders when
they marched to the EC
office in New Delhi ade-
quately armed with
arguments. For once,
the party, barring Mr
Gandhi's brigade, made
the battle for Mr Patel’s
seat as its own. On the
other side, a weakness
in Mr Shah’s armoury
has been detected. Both
he and Mr Modi have a
propensity for convert-
ing political contests
into high-pitched media
events, a long tradition
in Gujarat's politics. It
does not always benefit,
as this episode proved.

The writer is the author
of Narendra Modi: The
Man, the Times and
Sikhs: The Untold
Agony of 1984



Punters seek relief from 28% GST

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 10

The Hyderabad Race
Club says its punters
are among those paying
the highest rate of GST
at 28 per cent and a cess
of 12 per cent.

Punters quoted a
Supreme Court ruling
that held that horse rac-
ing is a game of skill
and should be exempt
from tax.

Captain L. Panduran-

ga Reddy (retd), presi-
dent of Voice of Horse
Race Wagers Associa-
tion, explained: “Horse
racing is taxed 28 per
cent as per the revised
GST, and state lotteries
are taxed 12 per cent. As
per the Supreme Court
declaration, horse rac-
ing is a game of skill
and does not involve bet-
ting. This being the
case, how can the GST
Council impose 28 per
cent tax?"

He said that in addi-
tion to that, race clubs
are charging 12 per cent.
“It should be noted that
the stock exchange is a
gamble as well, but
investors don’t pay any
service tax, even if they
make profits as tax is
being collected from
stock exchange compa-
nies, Similarly GST
should be collected from
race clubs and not from
punters,” he said.

“With high tax being

imposed, punters are
going in for illegal bet-
ting and this will bring
down the revenue of the
government,” pointed
out Mr V. Govind Reddy,
another member of the
association.

The racing fraternity
wants the GST Council
to set up a panel that
will hold discussions
with race-goers, race/
turf clubs and others
and arrive at a mutually
agreeable tax slab.

| NEw | MOVES | m Major changes expected in BJP leadership
Ram Madhav may come South

CH V.M. KRISHNA RAO
HYDERABAD, AUG. 10

With the elevation of Mr
M. Venkaiah Naidu as
Vice-President on Friday,
there is wide-spread expec-
tation in TS and AP units
of the BJP that impending
changes at the national
level will see Mr Ram
Madhayv, general secretary
in charge of J&K and the
northeast, being put in
charge of the south.

The RSS leadership, the
key force behind the BJP,
is reportedly rooting for
Mr Madhav to oversee the
south with an eye on
strengthening the party.

A faction in the Karna-
taka BJP requested the
leadership to replace the
general secretary P Mur-
alidhar Rao with Mr
Madhav.

Directly or indirectly, for

the past few years, Mr
Venkaiah Naidu has been
in charge of the party in
the south due to his long
association with various
state units. Many see Mr
Madhav succeeding him.

Mr Amit Shah has com-
pleted three years as BJP
president on Thursday. His
second term extends till
January 2019 and party
leaders are expecting
major changes in the lead-
ership in the next few days
and a total revamp of the
party in-charges.

With the BJP working
towards a clean sweep of
the southern states, Mr
Madhav, an RSS-trained
leader, may be the right
choice. He wants to expand
the party quickly by
inducting leaders from dif-
ferent sections of society.

It is Kknown that former
Congress minister Kanna

Ram Madhav

Laxminarayana was ad-
mitted to the BJP at the
behest of Mr Madhay,
though he has been side-
lined for the last few
months. In TS, leaders
from other parties have
crossed over to the BJP.
Mr Madhav attended, for
the first time, the TS BJP
executive meeting in
Warangal recently and
made a few suggestions on
strengthening the party -
by inducting leaders from

various sections, spread-
ing the party ideology and
starting agitations against
the governments by high-
lighting their failures etc.

A state BJP spokesper-
son said, “Ram Madhav
has the capacity and image
to effect a total makeover
of the BJP in both the
states. We expect Amit
Shah to put him in charge
so that the party will grow
in the states both electoral-
ly and organisationally.”

It has been decided that
in TS the BJP will go it
alone in 2019. But in
Andhra Pradesh, due to
the alliance with the
Telugu Desam, it has not
decided whether to go it
alone in 2019 or in alliance.
But BJP leaders in AP feel
that for the party to even
bargain for more seats, it
must first expand its base
in the state.



How can the
government |
justify the |
illegal |
confinement of

.i‘ )

. innocents all
¢ these years?

- Task Force office blast

PM Modi assures BC team, MLA R.
Krishnaiah about Bill granting statutory
status to BC panel will be brought soon

Muslims in India
secure: Venkaiah

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, AUG. 10

It was the day of the outgo-
ing Vice-President versus

the Vice-President-elect.
On  Thursday Vice-
President-elect M.

Venkaiah Naidu took on
outgoing Vice-President
Hamid Ansari over his
remarks that there was
“unease” and a “sense of
insecurity among minori-
ties” across the country.
Without actually naming
Mr Ansari, Mr Naidu dis-
missed the view that there
was a sense of insecurity
among minorities, saying
this was nothing but
“political propaganda”.
On Wednesday, speaking
to a television channel, Mr
Ansari had claimed there
was “unease” and a “sense
of insecurity” among
Muslims in India, and that
the “ambience of accep-
tance” was now under

threat.
The Vishwa Hindu

4
M. Venkaiah Naidu

Parishad has described Mr
Ansari as the “new avatar
of Mohammad Ali
Jinnah".

Speaking to the media,
Mr Naidu said: “Some peo-
ple are saying the minori-
ties are insecure. It is a
political propaganda.”

Mr Naidu then pointed
out that “compared to the
entire world, the minori-
ties are more safe and
secure in India and they
get their due”.

M Page 12: Appeasement
of none, says Venkaiah

DECCAN CHRONICLE



:%{ﬁﬂﬂ

SWATANTRA VAARTHA

ferhl <l © SN STeM Tl ! Feeh R e

wmmmmw &0
EESEreEE e 38
m%mwmmmmm m Wm -
,am Wmm@m - & :
wm?am%mm vw % |1 | B
mmwﬁmm m il Am.m
\gm i ; m.wmwmwmmﬁ MWWWF
L+ mmmmmm E ot wwammwmmw cEEES
il 4t mmﬁmmmﬁ CEEE® | o
' E TERER cEEYR 2
mwm.ﬂm m chebusip: mmamm :
mﬁmmm w_ W Wﬁ VQ%Q\WWWW ﬁ%mm m
amm@mm : (294" fEEee =EFE F
wmmmmgm P 99 Beppbaceilin SEERR G
N ; = ol sEEEE mbm
mmmmmm mm \_.m.,mm\wmmmm @mmmmmmmmmﬂ
3 FEEEE 5% T EECh P REEESR D
S R e e
mwm m =5 & mﬁ it m ,mm_wmw“ & el
‘ mﬁﬁWmnw Wmmmnww..m%ﬁ\ e
mmmmw * mwa a,mw ,mm,mmm\wwmm 31 w
mﬁm%mmwm m E memﬁ?nMﬁm sEEsE |*




\¢

Sig 39 9 SIS NUSS! W a1 31"

ﬂ'ﬁ‘“

e

_wm :
WWWW ?Ww & f
%émmmm%mﬁmwmmwmmmmmw
_m M_m\m,%ﬁ Ea = g %m\mﬂmmmmﬂm
m SEi wﬁ%ﬁ FEFCeREEL® mm mmmmw
¢ [R5 TTEEEET
. mwﬁmw mwmmm%wwmmmm
“r o EE & mmmmmm mﬂﬁm
wM.M mwmm_|ﬁ WﬁMMmmmM w
: ,.-“.._ ] \Wﬂ.:... W,mm m
o o A EHHH
‘i ¢qnw. R EFEEEE
; .ng mmmmmawmmmmammwm mm
wﬁmm EErER
REEEE i mmmmm T
m%ﬁ@mmwmmmmmmmma
)mmm e mw&m : mmmm
mmw T %m
Ex mm mwmm =
e “xuwaa%w_w_m;qmm;m %ngkwxm
s .‘..mémmmwmaﬁmm W

STl

&mmmmmmwm W

1 August 2017
epaper.swatantravaartha.com//c/21262978

m.

Fri,

3##



3¢ ot A f3vmim &1 aeT 39 gaT : Uy

T4t fedt, 10 sma (Fat) | TR A o Fa T faedt o
Mf’mnjﬂumwwﬁ%ﬁwﬁﬁmu?ﬁﬁmm

mammﬁﬁmmﬁmww S G
faeror 3 Hees § ft GUR gan 2| 99 A IE 2 F FR
foest 71 2014-15 91 57 &I FA0T €Y F1 9T 2015-17
# HTE 40 AR 300 TG T @ TEEA F@ fF o F
Tft U5 W T § G2 @ 2 oI WE I WEeS B @ 2
feewg =1 oo 5 & amﬁm%zﬁ%@%m"m‘)%
Wﬁmmm%mnwaﬁﬁm?l
%wmmmwmﬁ@aéwﬁmrwwmm

Fri, 11 August 2017 Coro)
all‘v-'f epaper.swatantravaartha.com//c/21262956 i)

WTSIUT WiHE UF GFcA ...
oft 7 J I T ¥ fate o nd sy ¥ w=v i
fﬂnmmmiﬂ#ﬁﬁmﬁmmmﬁmvﬁ
g? FER T g g e deEEE § R R A
U= FFeoEE gt e FwEEE F wdEa e i
F1 vFe fazh yodt ¥ ala ¥ o e s 2, M@
wwwﬁm?mmﬂmmrwmﬁﬁmﬁ

a,f(__ﬂ; Erds 1 August 2017 '
epaper.swatantravaartha.com//c/21. &)



T 1 TGN & BRY ¢4 B o

.

E?I'il'ﬂT
m@m;
31:1

W mmmwﬂmamm mﬁmm MWMWW wmemm e
g £k mmmwmmmﬁ@mﬁ ErEfige
5 anmMWﬁﬁﬁm%ﬁwmmw MWWmﬁW#mﬁw m
mw m&wm#m wmmmwmﬁ@mm =k mm gk

. FLEAT m@mmmmﬁﬂm W

,ﬁﬁ ﬁ mwmm mﬁmw mm

et 5 £

.\W FEpE mmm?mwmmﬁmmm . mmm i

mm.mmmm% EE hm\w Wm&m m% me

HE
WWWM%mm%ﬁmmmm¢mmwwm m

éﬁaf



3T TP TN BRIH3] bl BT Tal &

FETF 10 e (3@l
FaTeETd W (FW) F Ay
Ui IW WA F [ e
3 qreE 7 @
& 7t enfesgam woFm 9w
F @t o FefwalEt w2

gcd 3k SHICehR 51 ATHD H

FqTE T =OET A1 @ B
74 34 gfom 23 | F91
e 2| feg w fam sy w9t
T R % T 100 oW
YSITR F STF T T 2| AW
R F A T2 A FH F
ot ST e 41| g8 T A
T &SR T wEw |
wredt 4t| ot 71ET 3 e 7w
dargEEE | w5 ot

drewd o A1 @ E aifE I
fafi=g smdi # v S 9
it foen darE, o S

arar

AR

A\ 0

3T UuEE 99l F el W OUERE fie S =R v=ee
Fao fn o 5% weeq A = e | # gl
W oy A Fel & T omaEw g oI wmeh
TeHifas wroT @ HiY wE weE % w0 ¥ yEe f4e o
A WE, T AW, ¢ oAt IR g@e WA
ToTER, g ad R S amafas 7w
T SR o W R E it
+ 3ee fafies s & v o
| f3um ofovz ¥ weer g
|1 BiEE A # e we
W IeEE FE y d e B
2R ¥ 37 R fied £ 9nfir wEE |
Ao MR IR

Fri, 11 August 2017
epaper.swatantravaartha.com//c/21262819

SrEgaFA TEl i
FM Fa & g wEn

¢ Bf

i frdt 7 S )

:
i3
w@g
733

g

3

e
3
o

A e o s

g,
!
T

3
£
-
3

&
5
.

]
142
i

153
e
E

F

IW 9NE # T # =9
Fa1 § aFEe F 9y
F1 anft ZeaTa 7w wW Aee |
1 5 7 4 91 orrare 2 9

o F g

!
:
137

"

:
§

3
3
1
3T

g
EE
g
1
i1
3

7
%
i
%

4
22
k.

]
a
|

3

H
ﬁ;gi
:

E
+8l,
P
i

1
s
!
:

:134faESE§???

£
!

forr =1

by

4

e

{
A
ﬂ%

1)
2213
3334
3 3 s

I
i
:

%.
H
i

:

b
A5 8

%4
3

% 3
3%
o
i

i
E

%b_

243

- ﬂ‘ﬁﬁ}i
gw

EETD
EJ

3,4
[Pt
|
2 PR
$334

Ay
3
s

X

i
i
o]

.



m £ mmmM%memmwmﬁmm 1 mmww
BE: BEptoRE SELREEE: s
& ERERE: Mm mmmmmm wm@mw
mm.mmmm Mﬂmmemm WWM zmm
W mﬁ_m .m Wmﬁmw saifepp 2%%\@%% |
. ES mmmmw T
ﬁmww 119
mw wwmw WMWM# mm
\ .ﬁ%mm \ﬁﬁm &
ol L
m wmmm m
| mwmm i
;wn»mﬁw FiEep
ww,mm EE ¢ m\._mmﬁ
R \ﬁwwmﬁwmﬁWWﬁm

180

11 August 2017
epaper.swatantravaartha.com//c/21262783

Fri,

Hi‘cﬁ



wm Wmmmmm memmmmm wﬁm&ﬁmmmmmm
mmmm mm Wmm ‘Mwmz TEEEE
mmmw _.msm m\m mm%m,mﬁ B
m TEE Ammﬁw?mm m eE- P REECEZEEEER
e MMWMM% FEERE m B m WMWWWWW mm W
EFEERFEREE wmmmmmmﬁwmmmm ﬁ@%mmm mwmmm
- B0 5 mm%ﬁ L mmﬁhm
\ﬁ.m mm\mﬁm ‘m&.m MWW.W Mw \wmmmm Wwﬂﬁ%m mMmMﬁﬁmwmﬁmmmnmmmmmmm
: Wﬁ = EF ﬁwﬁmmmm%m»ﬂmmmmmmmmmﬁﬁwmmm{m e
IS q_w mmmmm\mmz WWMW mm 5 _Wmm mwm mwwmmm WMWWW
VW mmﬁmm%mmmw wm@m . Sei Rt in
W qp N v dg A€ m mawmﬂ@ﬁ,ﬁ ERET FRRBE
o~ EgE Wmmmmmmmﬁmm \m s mmmw
Ay I CEEEEERE£” W-m_wm%-ﬁkw
w ﬁMm mﬁmﬁ%w\mmmwh S nm 5 FELEE mwmmﬁmmmmm
mmmmg mmmﬁm [y S mmmwmmm
sEEE - 3 gm it
|58 gl
M < ?mlﬁ ﬁ\mmaﬂmm \w wwwmmmmw -
A = E FcrefERepiEre 2t i W gpices wm
w W&.\va & ﬁ@ﬁmmﬁi&ﬁm Ammﬁ wﬁ@ ﬁﬁ,m EE
b Ee mmmmﬁmmmmw W\W&W%Wmmmw%
~ SELEEF CEREECEE LS E
FEe b brbe ks o 1 w? PREEE
m\mm\\om _u;wwm ﬁwﬁal%mu ma@wﬂ Erkne

epaper.swatantravaartha.com//c/21262706

Fri, 11 August 2017

arar



ag 91w for fem gl

wré,mﬁmmmma

HigH! Mt PR S

mmﬁ%ﬂ mWWmmmmmmmmmmm it
m Wmm% m wﬁ ﬁ E Wmmmmmw e

Ik mm ity mgm AN

s m sFES mﬁmmmw mmmmmmmmmammmw
4% E % m& wMzm.wm
m : mmmmmmmmeWam Ehr mem ﬁmw mm
WﬁWWWMmWWWM%Wmmwmmﬁ wmmﬁmﬁa mmMﬁ
ﬁmmmw Z gmmm %m

mm
mm .
mm

%
E-Eits
ﬁ

T

m mm m mﬁm.m
MWWWW m m m m wmmﬁmmm mmmﬁwm
q_mﬁ mmwwmw FErefELcE

mmmmmmmﬁmw
mmmmmmﬁmmewMﬁmm
Wm m mem|ﬁmem
. sppreisbohicpels
m%m = ﬁ-ﬁwﬁm?mmm 425
Wﬁ : wﬁw%@WMW mﬁm £

MWr@

WWWm

¢

{ore))

P ————————

—

e —

1 August'ZOT?ii
epaper.swatantravaartha.com//c/21262675

.
Fri,

diar




hwm\m”m m.m m mﬁ% m W
M %WWWWN*MWWW\W m%m\mﬂmﬂ%u
,ﬁmmm FrREEEperE e
¢ﬁmmhMﬁme mwm& m 5 wmm

34 EWW

354 (drar =),
341 (TdE T wEA),

m\%ﬁ

\wmmms
mwwmm%mm aaﬁ,

g5

MW
MMﬁwWWWMMMWWWWMW

A11'August‘§dT?A
epaper.swatantravaartha.com//c/21

‘F“ri,

60

262604

a‘faf



Dmrﬂmafaagaseiaﬁq%,ﬁ
2022 T G &2 : High

_ Tt R, 10 v (araf)| )
YR g W A R S TR (W) F e
aMe F e #7159 s, 2022 F YNG F WEE &
T F o #0939 0 T o 2§ OF I O FH F
A e | ot 156t 3 qE e 999 28 R amiE
o5 # muﬁ#‘z FHFH F1 IYE TG 2 qIEE A FA
f5 3 15 9Ra ¥ 30 RG ¥ I 9F a1 F10F 2000 9%
YR F HEH I F #mszrrmmﬁmw
rﬁmm‘alm yeawdl, gavga, e,
ST S W 6 T FA H AT e W
AR A F GFT O FI f‘a'mmﬁzﬁeﬁiimmgm
vﬁaﬁmmﬂmaaﬁmmﬂmﬁmdnw

Y F TY § ITF qERE F q0ET 1) >11

av,mf Fri, 11 August 2017 -
epaper.swatantravaartha.com//c/2 {3

3T SAfH HIwoT | it g
T TR hl € T T

¢

T R, 10 srea (araf)| 3 P aF 70 faeE awi ¥ ag o FgEe
TEE] F T T ST Y agE o H FE, e 70 & o ol @y e 2,
FAPRHT 3@ 3 o 9 B ofa Fad gu ARET ¥ @cF gl Ik A oA F
A, WHE A R ¥ fou wew ¥ A,  FAEW § 9w, 9E 6 ne F for s
froa & S, @ft 39 ¥ wgE e g Wt F F@en, fuw ¥ A, g9 F e o

T F Wmﬁmmﬁﬁnﬁﬁmﬁ mﬁ@@ﬁmmmmﬁm>>”

Fri, 11 August 2017
a.r\:'f epaper.swatantravaartha.com//c/21262542

G0,
)



R 8
epaper.swatantravaartha.com//c/2

11 August 2017

(e

TIMES OF INDIA



D

PM to Ansari: You
can now follow
basic instinct

New Delhi: PM Narendra Modi
on Thursday praised outgoing
Vice-President Hamid Ansari
for his long track record in pub-
lic service. In a speech in the Ra-
jva Sabha, Modi mentioned An-
sari's family's long association
withCongress, hisstintasacare-
er diplomat in West Asian Isla-
micnationsandhis involvement
with Aligarh Muslim Universi-
tyand the National Commission
of Minorities.
Modisaidforthelast10years,
Ansari had to work within the
confines of protocol. “You must
have been restless at times, cha-
fing at constraints. But now that
you have been liberated, vouwill
have the happy feeling of free-
dom and you will getan opportu-
nity to talk according to your ba-
sicideology and instinet”.

P RS hails Ansari: P10



Matter of concern: Of 300 NGOs
in city, only 5% are registered

Times News NETWORK

Hyderabad: A day after a Sid-
dipet-based orphanage owner
was taken into custody for mo-
lesting five girls residing there
activists have raised their con-
cern over activities inside orp-
hanages. Several NGOs on city
outskirts and other districts
that provide shelter tochildren
run without a proper licence
from government. These have
become a matter of concern.

Anofficial from the women
and child department said the-
re are no data available on the
how many NGOs have mushro-
omed without licences. Accor-
ding to Telangana Child Rights
Forum, thereareover 300 small
NGOs in and around city. But
only 5% areregistered.

The Siddipet-based NGO,
Prema Nilayam, was beingrun
by accused, K Prabhakar, whe-

PLAYING BY THE RULES? (L0 1%
li
> Accordingto | > Only NGOs thathave _ [BRpesbisieis
rules, NGOs that ‘Fit Institution Certificate’ officials from
provide shelter are allowed to provide.s, o F T R R
need to follow a sheiter to children department
particular quideline, | » Only after being will inspect the
in which, they need | satisfied, will the m‘:’“‘"““:":
to register with the | NGO be provided a Fit omm
department Institution Certificate Ry
re he had provided shelter to31  to custody. Police have registe-
children, including 15girls. red a case under section 354A
“He frequently used tomo-  (sexual harassment)of the IPC
lest those girls, especially those  and section 12 (sexual harass-

who were above 12 years. On
Tuesday. when he tried to as-
sault another girl, all the child-
renand some local residents at-
tacked the accused and thras-
hed him,"” said Siddipet police.

Integrated child develop-
ment services officer and dis-
trict welfare officer filed a
complaintand he was taken in-

ment of a child) of the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual
Offenses (POCSO) Act. Police
also said that he was running
the shelter without any licence.

However, the child rights fo-
rum claimed it was not a sole
incident. Last month, another
case of child abuse by the orp-
hanage owner came to light.

“In that case also, he was mo-
lesting a girl staying at the
same orphanage. Though a ca-
se was registered, no such dri-
ve has been taken by child wel-
fare department and child wel-
fare committee to keep a check
on these NGOs,” said Achyuta
Rao, child rights activist.

Due to lack of proper in-
spection, such shelters have be-
enrunning indifferent parts of
the city, said R Shekhar Reddy,
director of Mahita, a registe-
red NGO in the city.

“Eventheregistered NGOs,
which provide shelter are also
not inspected by the depart-
ment to check on the infrast-
ructure and standard of facili-
ties provided by the NGO.

“Many small NGOs on the
city outskirts, even those wit-
hout any credibility, are run-
ning and no one questions
them,"” said Reddy.



'KCR rallies Pochampad, keeps

2l-year tryst with Sriram Sagar

Poc T

‘Water From
Kaleshwaram
To Reach SRSP
In One Year’

Sushil.Rao@timesgroup.com

Pochampad: Twentyone ye-
ars ago, when he was a mini-
ster in the TDP's N Chandra-
babu Naidu cabinet in undi-
vided Andhra Pradesh,
K Chandrasekhar Raotook a
vow standing at the Sriram
Sagar project site,

“If I am alive and if my
health permits, I will see that
the project gets water,” he
told a party colleague. It was
also the time when he shared
what was in his heart to the
colleague.

“Nothing less than a se-
parate Telangana state will
helpusachieve this. If neces-
sary, I myself will take the
plunge and fight for a separa-
testate,” he had said.

That was in 1996. In 2001,
he quit the TDP and formed
the Telangana Rashtra Sam-
ithi(TRS). On Thursday, add-
ressing a massive public me-
eting here, chief minister
KCR said: “I am fortunate to

(Top) CM K Chandrasekhar Rao addresses a public meeting in Po-
champad after laying the foundation stone for the Sriram Sagar
project on Thursday. (Above) The crowd listens to the CM

have laid the foundation sto-
ne for the Sriram Sagar pro-
ject today. It is a dream come
true forme.”

In 1215 months, water
from Kaleshwaram will be
brought to fill the Sriram
Sagar project, KCR announ-
ced. He pointed out that the
first Prime Minister of India
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
had laid the foundation stone
for the project in 1954 and his
daughter, Prime Minister In-
dira Gandhi, had inaugura-
ted it in 1967,

“The project, however,
has remained a show piece
and the equipment got rus-
ted. The Congress and the
TDP governments made on-
ly empty promises that they
were concerned about Te-
langana. These parties so-
ught votes for 35 years ma-
king such false assurances.
But the TRS will ensure that
the Sriram Sagar project is
revived within a vear,” the
CM thundered.

At the moment, there is
only 8 TMC of stagnant wa-

ter in the project and there
have been no inflows. KCR
said that in a vear's time,
when water from Kaleshwa-
ram will be diverted to the
project, there will be abun-
dant water.

He said that all these ye-
ars, 250 TMC of water from
Kaleshwaram had been allo-
wed to go waste into the sea
by the powers that be,

When SRSP receives wa-
ter, several districts, especi-
ally Nizamabad, Nirmal,
Mancherial and Jagitial,
will be greatly benefited. “In
fact, SRSP project site will be
turned into a tourist destina-
tion. We will also make it a
spot forfilmshootings,” KCR
said. He also said it would be
possible for people to go by
boat to Basara.

The chief minister said
the 24-hours three-phase po-
wer supply for farmers will
become areality. This wasal-
ready being provided on an
experimental basis in three
districts, hesaid, addingthat
during the earlier regimes,
farmers had suffered as the-
re was no power supply.

The chief minister also
announced that he would
consider favourably a repre-
sentation made by local lea-
ders about providing inter-
est-free loans for women.



Time to say
bye to Art 370,
35A: J&K BJP

Times News NETwWORK

Jammu: BJP's Jammu & Kash-
mir unit said on Thursday that
the time had come for the state’s
people to say goodbye to Article
370, which accords J&K special
status, and Article 35A, which
empowers its legislature to de-
fine the state’s “permanent res-
idents” and their special rights
and privileges.

Both the provisions, instead
of being beneficial to the peo-
ple, had “done great damage
and hampered progress and de-
velopment in the state”, said
J&K BJP spokesperson Prof Vi-
render Gupta.

“The time has come when
the people of Jammu & Kashmir
should say goodbve to Article 370
and ask the government of India
to revoke Article 35 A.” he said.
Gupta added the “prevailing sit-
uation in the Valley" shows that
Article370had created a “separa-
tist psyche”.

Under Article 35A, state
laws bar non-residents from
purchasing land in the state.
The issue came into focus after
a Kashmiri woman recently fil-
ed apetition seeking changes in
the constitutional provision as
she wanted succession rights
though she issettled outside the
state.



D Cash-for-query case:
Charges to be framed
against Il former MPs

New Delhi: A court here
on Thursday ordered
framing of charges aga-
inst 11 former parliamen-
tarians in connection
with the 2005 cash-for-que-
rycase.

Delhi Police have char-
gesheeted 11 former Mem-
bers of Parliament
Chhatarpal Singh Lodha,
Anna Saheb M.K. Patil,
Pradeep Gandhi, Suresh
Chandel, Chandra Pratap
Singh, Ram Sewak Singh,
Manoj Kumar, Narender
Kumar Kushwaha, Lal
Chandra Kol, Y.G. Maha-
jan and Raja Rampal -- for
allegedly taking money to
ask questions in Parlia-
ment.

Special Judge Poonam
Chaudhry said that prima
faciechargesdealing with
criminal conspiracy un-
der the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and under the provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Corruption Act were ma-
de out against the accu-
sed. The charges will be
formally framed on
August 28.

The court has also or-

Delhi Police have char-
gesheeted 11 former MPs
for allegedly taking money
toask questionsin
Parliament

dered framing of charges
against a person named
Ravinder Kumar while
proceedings against one
of the accused has been
dropped as he hasdied.
Special Public Prose-
cutor Atul Shrivastava al-
leged that they had misu-
sed their office when they
werecaughtoncameradu-
ring a sting operation see-
king money for asking qu-
estions in Parliament in
what came to be known as
cash-for-query scam., 1ans



" AIADMK patch-up? EPS
ousts TTV from party post

Julie.Mariappan
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: In a categorical
move aimed at bringing to-
gether two warring factions
within AIADMK, chief minis-
ter Edappadi K Palaniswami
and his supporters on Thurs-
day passed a resolution nulli-
fvingtheappointmentof TTV
Dhinakaran as deputy gener-
al secretary of the party, say-
ing it “violated” the party by-
laws.

The EPS group, which met
at the AIADMK headquarters,
reiterated that the appoint-
mentof VK Sasikala as gener-
al secretary was only an inter-
imarrangement.

Aresolution to this effect

was passed after a 90-min-
ute meet convened by Palanis-
wami with party officerbear-
ers that included ministers,
MPsand MLAs. Sources

STAR POWER AT DMK MEET

DMK working president MK Stalin and actor
Kamal Haasan at the Diamond Jubilee celebration
of the party’s mouthpiece 'Murasoli’ in Chennai
on Thursday. Haasan, who had taken on the
AIADMK government on corruption issue, shared
‘superstar’ Rajinikanth chose to sit in the audi-
ence at a party event here, further fuelling
speculation about their taking the political
plunge. The participation of the two actors, who
have a large fan following, at the event assumes
ol significance in view of their recent statements
suggesting that they could be joining politics

confirmed that the chief
minister's group is likely to
submit these resolutions to
the Election Commission and
seek defreezing of the
AIADMK's two-leaves symbol
that could pave way for the
merger of the EPS group and
the faction led by former chief
minister O Panneerselvam.

Both leaders will be in New
Delhi on Friday for the swear-
ing-inceremony of Vice-Presi-
dent-designate Venkaiah Nai-
du and are expected to meet
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di, who is said to be intensely
pushing for amerger.

Thefactionled by Panneer-
selvam had laid down two con-
ditions for merger talks — ex-
pelling the Sasikala family
from the party and instituting
a probe into the circumstanc-
es leading to the death of for-
mer chief minister J Jayala-
lithaa.




" RS hails Ansari’s
handling of House

PFromP1

mid Ansari’s lastday inof-
\./ fice as Vice-President, PM
Modi said, “Your family has
been in public life for almost
hundred years. Your paternal
grandfather as well as mater-
nal grandfather happened to
be presidents of Congress and
also served as members of the
Constituent Assembly Thus,
yvour family had been closely
involved with Congress as well
as the Khilafat movement.”
The Khilafat Movement,
launched by Muslim clergy in
India to protest against the
threat to Islamic Caliphate fol-
lowing the defeat of Turkey at
the hands of Britain in World
War I, was supported by Ma-
hatma Gandhiand hasbeen se-
en as among the factors which

gpeaking in the RS on Ha-

contributed tothegrowthofse-
paratist consciousness among
the community which led to
the country’s partition in 1947.

Though Ansari did not na-
meany political partyinhisin-
terview to RSTV, his com-
ments were seen as aimed at
BJP, which has beenaccused of
promoting “majoritaria-
nism”.

While leader of the House
and finance minister Arun Ja-
itley said it was a nostalgic oc-
casion for both Ansari as well
asmembers, adding that Ansa-
ri'stenuremight have seendis-
turbancesbutitalsosawahigh
quality of debates on many oc-
casion.

Former PM Manmohan
Singh, during whose tenure
Ansari was elected as the Vice-
President, hailed his contribu-
tion.

A democracy is distinguished by
security given to minorities: VP

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Outgoing Vice-
President and Rajya Sabha
Chairman Hamid Ansari on
Thursday said if free and frank
criticism of government poli-
cies was not allowed, a democ-
acy could degenerate into a
tyranny.

In his farewell speech in the
upper House, he said the chair
was like an umpire in cricket or
areferee in a hockey match wit-
nessing the play and players,
but without becoming a player.
“It's only source of reference is
the book of rules,” Ansari said.

Quoting former VP S Rad-
hakrishnan, the only other vice-
president to serve two terms like
him, Ansari said, “A democracy
is distinguished by the protec-
tion it gives to minorities. A de-

mocracy is likely to degenerate
into tyranny if it does not allow
the opposition groups to criticise
fairly, freely and frankly the poli-
ciesof the government.”

Quoting  Radhakrishnan,
Ansari said while the opposition
had every right to criticise, their
right to criticise should not de-
generate into wilful hampering
and obstruction of Parliament’s
work. He also said, “A democ-
racy is distinguished by the
protection it gives to minori-
ties. But at the same time, the
minorities have also their re-
sponsibilities.”

Credited forensuring that
no legislation was passed
when the House was not inor-
der, Ansari said Rajya Sabha
was a creation of the Consti-
tution and reflective of the
wisdom and foresight of the

e /
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Vice President Hamid Ansari

gestures while chairing his last
session in the RS on Thursday

founding fathers who wished it
to portray India’s diversity and
to be a calibrated restraint on
hasty legislation. “It has upheld
democracy’s sacred creed that
discussion, instead of being a
stumbling block in the way of
action, is, in fact, an indispens-
able preliminary to wise ac-
tion,” Ansari said.
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Praise for Yechury as he bids farewell to RS

New Delhi: It was a day of
bonhomie and banter in Rajya
Sabha as the House welcomed
six re-elected MPs and bid
goodbye to three senior
members including CPM general
secretary Sitaram Yechury.
Deputy chairman P J Kurien,
leader of the House Arun Jaitley
and leader of opposition Ghulam
Nabi Azad congratulated the
re-elected members — Ahmed
Patel (Congress), Smriti Irani
(BJP), P Bhattacharya
(Congress), Sukhendu Sekhar
Roy (TMC), Derek O'Brien (TMC)
and DolaSen (TMC) — evenas
they praised the contribution of
Yechury, BJP's Dilipbhai Pandya
and TMC's D Bandyopadhyay
and wished them well for their
“service elsewhere”.

A mention was made of

Yechury's “eloquent oratory™,
Bandyopadhyay's consistent
contribution to debates and
committee proceedings and the
Pandya’'s “decent demeanour”.
Yechury, who has been
extremely vocalin the House,
was lauded the most, with his
friend and immediate neighbour
Ram Gopal Yadav (SP) even
choking with emotion towards
the end of his speech. Starting
the tradition, Kurien spoke first
and referred to Yechuryasa
parliamentarian par excellence.
Jaitley recalled his association
with the “contemporary” from
student life, Yechury. Inalighter
vein, he also said Yechury, never
having beeninthe government,
would often make idealistic but
unimplementable
suggestions. rnw



DCong will win Guj
poll: Ahmed Patel

New Delhi: Upbeat after his
victory in the Rajva Sabha
poll, senior Congress leader
Ahmed Patel on Thursday
said it was the BJP which
made the contest a prestige is-
sue and exuded confidence
that his party would win Guj-
arat assembly election due
later this year.

Patel, who won the Upper
Houseseat from Gujaratinan
election that wentdown tothe
wire, said the victory had en-
thused the Congress and fil-
led the cadre withnewenergy.

“lamsure we will alsowin
Gujarat. The BJP made it a
prestige issue, it is theirloss,”
Patel, who is usually reticent,
told reporters at a protest ral-
ly at the Jantar Mantar orga-
nised by the Youth Congress.

The Congress has beenout
of power in Gujarat since
1995. Targeting Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and BJP
President Amit Shah, Patel
accused the two of “misus-
ing” central probe agencies.

“Even the BJP is afraid of
these two people. Oneisacon-
stitutional authority and an-
other is an extra-constitu-
tional authority You know
who these two people are. All
agencies are being misused,”
Patel alleged, without nam-
ing the BJP leaders.

In the run-up to the Rajya
Sabha election, the Congress
accused the BJP govern-
ments in Gujarat and at the
centre of pressuring its
MLASs by using the state ma-
chinery.

It also herded its MLAS to
aresort in Bengaluru. The in-
come tax department had
raided a Karnataka Congress
minister, prompting the par-
ty toaccuse the Centre of “ter-
rorising” its MLAs.

Patel, a Congress heavy-
weight and political secreta-
ry to Congress President So-
nia Gandhi, claimed the BJP
offered its MLAsRs15croreto
changesides, buteveryonere-
jected it.

He said the youth should

Congress leader Ahmed Patel
arrives at the Parliament House
in New Delhi on Thursday

now give a call against the
BJPto"quittheseatof power”
(gaddi chodo). “They prom-
ised two crore jobs every year
and 50 per cent more profit to
farmersthan what theyspend
on their yield. They promised
to bring down inflation and
corruption. But they failedon
every front,"” Patel said. em



FOREIGN MINISTER SUSHMA SWARAJ LANDS IN KATHMANDU
TO ATTEND TWO-DAY 15TH BIMSTEC MINISTERIAL SUMMIT

‘Final aim is to
end cooking
gas subsidy’

»PFromP1

mised tostick tothe pathof

keeping public finances in
shape and committed itself tofi-
scal consolidation. The govern-
ment has budgeted Rs 48,000 cro-
re for the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment Gua-
rantee programme in the
current fiscal vear: This is likely
to go up to Rs 55,000 crore in 2018-
19 and Rs 60,000 crore by 2019-20,
an increaseof over25% fromthe
current year'sestimate.

Similardly the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (urban)
will witness an increase of over
115% by 2019-20 from this year’s
Rs 6,043 crore to Rs 13,000 crore.
Infrastructure ministries such
as railways, road and highways
are also expected tosee an incre-
ase in their spending in 2018-19to
2019-20.

The statement said the ulti-
mate aim of the government is
to eliminate the subsidy on coo-
king gas by March 2018.“After
successful implementation of di-
rect benefit transfer for LPG, the
government is now focused on
reducing kerosene subsidies,”
the statement said.

L% ut the government has pro-



DCongress Gets Patel Face Saver

But BJP still sits pretty while Congress desperately searches for a new narrative and identity

Nalin.Mehta @timesgroup.com

There are three Kinds
of Patels in Gujarat,
goes an old joke oft-
repeated by Ahmed
Patel's detractors in
the state. Kadva Patels,
Leuva Patels and Ahmed Patel. Laced
with the irony and exaggeration that
is the hallmark of sharp political
innuendo, it was meant both as adigat
his vote catching abilities and, equally,
as a backhanded compliment to his
formidable soft skills as the master
mover and shaker behind Sonia
Gandhi’s Congress throne,

It's not for nothing that Patel, the
primary instrument and shaper of the
Congress president’s politics since
at least 2001, has Kept his seat in Parlia-
ment almost continuously for three
decades (1977-1989 in Lok Sabha;
1993-present in Rajya Sabha). BJP's
failure to prevent him from winning his
fifth Rajva Sabha (RS) term, despite
throwing everything it had into the
contest, has certainly given Congress a
face saving and temporary reprieve
after astringof recent reverses.

The question is: can this victory
mark the beginning of a possible
Congress revival or is it simply the last
gasp of the old order? Was elevating a
mundane RS election that few, except the
most avid political junkies, would even
have noticed in the past, into a high
stakes battle for prestige at the highest
levels of both parties worth it?

First, in an election that reduced the
pursuit of power on both sides toa ruth-
lessly simple victory-loss calculus, the
only real winner in terms of systemic
morality was the Election Commission.
Atatime whenallegations of Rs15crore
being the supposed going-rate for MLAs
were vitiating Gandhinagar's air,
Congress chose to respond to Shanker-
sinh Vaghela’'s second political rebellion
in Gujarat with tactics that ironically, he
himself had pioneered in his first
rebellion 22 years ago (against BJP). If
Congress’s gambit of flying 44 of its
MLAS to Bengaluru's Eagleton resort -
like Vaghela's 1995 flight to Khajuraho -
raised questions of strong-arm tactics,
the sheer timing of IT raids against a
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Congress Karnataka minister raised
troubling questions about the possible
misuse of state power.

In the end, only EC came out with its
reputation further enhanced. By rejecting
legal arguments presented by a battery
of senior ministers and accepting
the P Chidambaram-fronted Congress
delegation’s argument that two of its
MLAs had indeed violated election
rules, EC has risen further in stature in
the eyes of the average Indian. From
Arvind Kejriwal after the Delhi MCD
poll to Mayawati after BJP's UP sweep,
opposition leaders have been making a
habit of taking potshots at EC. This
decision should put astop toall that.

Italsodefinitively endsall scurrilous
speculation about EC's impartiality
based on the premise that both election
commissioners were appointed in the
current NDA government’s tenure and
chief election commissioner A K Joti
once served as Narendra Modi's chief
secretary in Gujarat. The EC decision
has once again underscored the
robustness of our constitutional system
of checks and balances.

——
_—_—
e —1
o
—
—_———

In an election that reduced
the pursuit of power on both
sides to a ruthlessly simple
victory-loss calculus, the only
real winner in terms of
systemic morality was the
Election Commission

Second, in a country where Rajya
Sabha contests have long been in the
nature of fixed matches, BJP can’t be
faulted forending the practice of under-
hand deals between opposing parties
for contests involving Kkey leaders.
BJP's electoral ruthlessness under the
Modi-Shah regime is not new. At least
one mathematical analysis of the RS
poll's fiendishly complex system of
voter-weightage shows that Patel may
still have ended up carrying the day
even if the two MLAs had not been
disqualified. Yet, the fact that BJP came
so close to defeating Patel in what should
have otherwise been a safe contest is a
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portent for the future.

Third, while the result is definitely a
reprieve for Congress, this may have
very little impact on upcoming state
assembly  elections.  Theoretically
speaking, 2017 should be Congress's best
chance to regain power in Gujarat after
two decades. Even at the height of
Modi’s Gujarat hegemony, Congress
consistently polled a vote-share around
the 40% mark in every assembly poll
from 2002 onwards to 2012. Since 2014
though, bereft of Modi’s teflon hand in
Gandhinagar, BJP's traditional Patel
constituency, as symbolised by the
Hardik Patel agitation, has been up in
armsover reservation.

Disparate caste-based opposition
movements led by Jignesh Mevani
(Dalits) and Alpesh Thakore (OBCs)
have flowered. Yet, while BJP has
consistently been making important
political course corrections on the
ground, Congress in Gujarat 2017 looks
almost exactly like Congress in 2002. Its
top state leadership has basically
remained a closed and ossified group of
five leaders - Vaghela, Bharatsinh
Solanki, Sidharth Patel, Arjun Modwadia
and Shaktisinh Gohil. Vaghela's
rebellion has only weakened the party
further. It remains a divided house and
the absence of a new and energetic
leadership means it is still rudderless.

BJP, conversely, has been ruthless
about winnability. It switched Anandiben
Patel with Vijay Rupani in the CM's
chair in August 2016 and has had three
state party presidents in the last 2 years
alone: RC Faldu, Rupani himself and
now Jitu Vaghani. It is this kind of
nimblefootedness thatallowed the party
to recover in gram panchayat elections
in December 2016, where its candidate
even won in Una, last in the spotlight
overatrocities against Dalits.

Fourth, Rahul Gandhi's absence
from action at a time when the prestige
stakes were so high was glaring.
Congress's old guard has got a fillip
with the Patel result but its older
leaders are not vote magnets. Rahul's
leadership has been unable to deliver so
far and the party is still desperately
searching for a new narrative and
identity. The Rajya Sabha result does
not change this basic reality.
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BC KRISHNAIAH AND GROUP MET WITH PM MODI
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